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UNIT 5 PACKET-100 POINTS

DUE: FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2

Directions: Complete the following activities either on this sheet, or if needed on a separate sheet of paper.  Clearly label your sheet of paper with the activities so they are easy to locate.  Be sure to complete ALL parts of the activities. You will work on this in class this week. All work must be your own original work in YOUR handwriting and in order. They are due by the end of the class period on FRIDAY!

Activity-1-Mapping Russia and Northern Eurasia
1. Map of Russia and Northern Eurasia-Clearly label and shade all required elements on the map. Attach the map to this page. (20 points)

2. Climate and Vegetation Chart-Use pages 372, 374, 377, 383, and 406 to complete the following chart on the climate and vegetation in this region. Draw your chart on a separate sheet of paper. (15 points)

	Climate Region
	Location of Climate Region
	Type of Natural Vegetation
	Major Economic Activities

	Arid
	
	
	

	Semiarid
	
	
	

	Mediterranean
	
	
	

	Humid Subtropical
	
	
	

	Humid Continental
	
	
	

	Subarctic
	
	
	

	Highland
	
	
	

	Tundra
	
	
	


Activity 3-Religion Pie Graph

1. Use the chart below to figure out the percentages of each religion in this region.  Shade in the pie graph below to represent the percentage of each religion. To find the percentage, divide the total members by the total population. (10 Points)

	RELIGION NAME
	TOTAL MEMBERS
	PERCENTAGE

	Russian Orthodox
	137,076,706
	

	Eastern Orthodox 
	15,399,255
	

	Armenian Orthodox 
	3,324,839
	

	Georgian Orthodox 
	3,266,508
	

	Armenian Apostolistic
	399,564
	

	Protestant
	498,726
	

	Muslim
	69,559,137
	

	Jewish
	2,916,525
	

	Other
	59,211,306
	

	TOTAL POPULATION
	291,652,566
	



Activity 4-Soviet Union Split Page Notes

1. Read and use pages 387-389 to complete the notes below. (15 points)

	Topic: Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union
	Time period: ___________________

	When was the Soviet Union created and by whom?
	

	Why was the Soviet Union created?


	

	What type of government did it have?  Describe this type of government.


	

	What type of economic policy did the government have?


	

	What was life like for the average citizen?


	

	Describe the culture under Soviet rule.


	

	Who were the major leaders of the Soviet Union and what were their influential policies? (2 of them)

	

	Why did the Soviet Union fall?


	

	When did the Soviet Union 
dissolve?
	


Activity 5-Aral Sea: Disappearing Lake

1. Read the article below as well as pg. 407 in your textbook.  Choose ONE of the SPAWN prompts to answer in at least 1 well-developed paragraph. (10 Points)

The Aral Sea is actually not a sea at all. It is an immense lake, a body of fresh water, although that particular description of its contents might now be more a figure of speech than practical fact. In the last 30 years, more than 60 percent of the lake has disappeared. The sequence of images above, acquired by Landsat satellites, shows the dramatic changes to the Aral Sea between 1973 and 2000.

Beginning in the 1960s, farmers and state offices in Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and Central Asian states opened significant diversions from the rivers that supply water to the lake, thus siphoning off millions of gallons to irrigate cotton fields and rice paddies. As recently as 1965, the Aral Sea received about 50 cubic kilometers of fresh water per year—a number that fell to zero by the early 1980s. Consequently, concentrations of salts and minerals began to rise in the shrinking body of water. That change in chemistry has led to staggering alterations in the lake's ecology, causing precipitous drops in the Aral Sea’s fish population.

The Aral Sea supported a thriving commercial fishing industry employing roughly 60,000 people in the early 1960s. By 1977, the fish harvest was reduced by 75 percent, and by the early 1980s the commercial fishing industry had been eliminated. The shrinking Aral Sea has also had a noticeable affect on the region's climate. The growing season there is now shorter, causing many farmers to switch from cotton to rice, which demands even more diverted water.

A secondary effect of the reduction in the Aral Sea’s overall size is the rapid exposure of the lake bed. Strong winds that blow across this part of Asia routinely pick up and deposit tens of thousands of tons of now exposed soil every year. This process has not only contributed to significant reduction in breathable air quality for nearby residents, but has also appreciably affected crop yields due to those heavily salt-laden particles falling on arable land.

Environmental experts agree that the current situation cannot be sustained. Yet, driven by poverty and their dependence upon exports, officials in the region have failed to take any preventive action and the Aral continues to shrink.

SPAWN Prompts-Choose 1:
1. Special Powers- If you had the power to change the Soviet Union’s water diversion project, what would you create?  Explain why.  

2. Problem Solving- Now that the water diversion project has been completed, what can the government do to help improve the quality of life in the Aral Sea region? 


3. Alternative Viewpoint- Imagine you live in a region that benefits from a water diversion project in the Aral Sea region.  Explain why the water diversion project should not be reversed to help those devastated by the shrinking Aral Sea. 

4. What If?- What might have happened if the water was never diverted from the Aral Sea? 

5. Next- How do you think the countries in the region will provide help to those impacted by the disappearance of the Aral Sea?

Country Fact Sheet:

1. Use your textbook and the yellow book to complete the following chart: (10 Points)

	Country
	Capital and major cities
	Population
	Language(s)
	Religion(s)
	Government

	Armenia
	
	
	
	
	

	Azerbaijan
	
	
	
	
	

	Belarus
	
	
	
	
	

	Georgia
	
	
	
	
	

	Kazakhstan

	
	
	
	
	

	Kyrgyzstan


	
	
	
	
	

	Moldova


	
	
	
	
	

	Russia


	
	
	
	
	

	Tajikistan
	
	
	
	
	

	Turkmenistan


	
	
	
	
	

	Ukraine


	
	
	
	
	

	Uzbekistan


	
	
	
	
	


Guiding Questions:

1. Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. Attach the paper to these sheets. Read and use chapters 17-18 to answer the questions. (20 Points)

1. How does the physical geography of Russia and Northern Eurasia influence settlement patterns?

2. Explain the challenges to economic development in Russia and Northern Eurasia.

3. Describe the unifying characteristics of Russia and Northern Eurasia?

4. How have the physical and human characteristics of Russia influenced historical events?

5. What is the standard of living of Russians like today?

6. What are the current population trends in Russia? (In terms of where people live or are migrating to)

7. How has the Russian government and businesses manages the nation’s vast wealth of resources?

